OLD LOVE STORIES RETOLD

the company of Michael Angelo and others, listening
to an exposition of St. Paul's epistles by a famous
divine of her own persuasion, that I wish it were
possible to quote the whole. One or two extracts,
however, will convey some of the beautiful calm
of that far-away afternoon.

The church still stands, and one may still
trace the path up the hillside through the Colonna
gardens so often taken by Vittoria in search of
contemplation and spiritual intercourse with the
quiet sisters, she herself hardly less a nun than
they. Francisco tells how, on that particular
afternoon, calling at the house of his friend
Lattanzio Tolomei, he had found a message left for
him to the effect that Tolomei had accompanied
the Marchesa to the church of San Silvestro,
for the purpose of hearing Brother Ambrose of
Siena discourse upon Saint Paul. Francisco was
invited to follow on. " And so," writes Francisco^
" I started off for San Silvestro. Vittoria Colonna 5
the Marchesa di Pescara, and sister of Ascanio
Colonna, is one of the noblest and most famous
women in Italy, and in the whole world. She is
beautiful, pure in conduct, and acquainted with the
Latin tongue; in short, she is adorned with every
grace which can redound to a woman's praise.
Weary of the brilliant life which she formerly led,
she has quite devoted herself, since the death of her
husband, to thoughts on Christ and to study; she
supports the needy of her sex, and stands forth as a
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